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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITION 

OF  THE 

KIRKHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

FOR  Til  Y E AR 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  KIRKHAM 
URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1893. 

As  in  previous  Reports,  I will  commence  by  discussing  the 
health  of  the  town  and  the  diseases  prevalent  during  the  year.  To 
make  this  more  lucid,  I will  give  a summary  of  my  Reports  pre- 
sented monthly  to  the  Board. 

In  January , although  the  weather  was  very  severe,  there  was 
very  little  sickness ; the  health  of  the  town  being  satisfactory,  onty 
one  death  from  pneumonia  was  registered. 

February  was  also  free  from  acute  disease,  but  three  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  were  notified,  two  ending  fatally. 
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In  March  there  was  little  sickness ; only  three  deaths  were 
registered. 

In  April  (no  doubt  owing  to  the  intense  heat  in  the  daytime, 
followed  by  cold,  frosty  nights)  there  were  many  cases  of  pneumo- 
nia. But  of  greater  importance  was  the  fact  that  in  this  month 
smallpox  broke  out ; two  cases  were  notified  on  the  28th.  This  was 
not  unexpected,  for  this  disease  had  been  for  some  time  prevalent 
in  East  Lancashire.  The  first  case  originated  in  a tramps’  lodging- 
house  ; the  other  in  close  proximity. 

In  Ah  ay,  smallpox  increased,  seven  cases  were  notified,  two  of 
which  could  again  be  traced  to  tramps  ; the  origin  of  the  rest  could 
not  be  distinctly  made  out,  but  there  being  so  many  cases  in  the 
town  was  sufficient  to  cause  its  spread.  These  seven  cases  were  in 
parts  of  the  town  widely  distant,  and  at  seven  separate  houses, 
which  greatly  increased  the  responsibility. 

In  June , one  case  only  of  smallpox  was  notified.  This  was  in 

e 

the  person  of  a man  who  assisted  the  undertaker  at  the  funeral  of  a 
smallpox  patient  14  days  previously.  Measles  broke  out  early  this 
month  and  soon  became  epidemic,  so  much  so  that  I found  it  neces- 
sary to  close  the  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

In  July , measles  was  at  its  height.  Five  deaths  were  regis- 
tered from  this  disease  and  its  complications.  One  case  of  smallpox 
was  notified ; this  was  traceable  to  the  last  case. 

August  was  a record  month  for  zymotic  disease  ; one  case  of 
smallpox  also  resulting  from  the  case  in  June,  four  cases  of  diph- 
theria, one  scarlet  fever,  and  one  typhoid  fever,  were  notified.  One 
death,  the  typhoid  case,  was  registered.  The  total  deaths  this 
month  were  1 2 ; seven  of  which  were  under  one  year. 

In  September , one  death  from  measles ; health  of  town  other- 
wise good. 

In  October , one  death  from  measles  and  one  from  whooping- 
cough. 
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In  November , five  deaths  from  whooping-cough  were  registered. 

In  December,  with  the  exception  of  whooping-cough,  which 
accounted  for  two  more  deaths,  the  health  of  the  town  was  satis- 
factory. 

II. 

From  the  foregoing  history  of  so  much  zymotic  disease,  it 
follows  that  a considerable  amount  of  sanitary  work  was  required 
to  combat  it. 

The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  was  discussed  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  in  April ; the  result  of  a letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  asking  what  had  been  done  in  the  matter. 
Before  any  definite  arrangement  could  be  arrived  at  the  smallpox 
was  with  us.  It  was  necessary  to  provide  some  temporary  means 
of  isolation  promptly,  as  putting  up  a building  was  out  of  the 
question.  The  thanks  of  the  town  are  due  to  H.  L.  Birley,  Esq., 
who  fully  saw  how  serious  was  the  state  of  affairs.  He  offered  us 
three  detached  cottages,  which  the  Board  gladly  availed  themselves 
of.  In  a few  hours  Mr.  Birley  had  the  tenants  out  and  workmen 
in,  doing  necessary  alterations.  The  whole  was  surrounded  by  a 
hoarding  12  feet  high.  Within  a few  days  the  place  was  furnished, 
two  trained  nurses  obtained,  and  ready  to  receive  patients.  Five 
patients  were  treated  here.  In  no  case  did  we  have  any  refusal  to 
come  to  the  hospital ; its  advantage  was  fully  appreciated.  The 
nurses  were  discharged  on  June  24th.  The  cases  notified  in  July 
and  August  (the  result  of  a case  in  Wesham)  were  not  treated  at 
the  hospital,  as  they  were  considered  sufficiently  isolated  at  their 
own  homes. 

In  every  infected  house  re-vaccination  was  promptly  carried 
out,  the  place  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  the  bedding  in  most  cases 
destroyed.  This  opens  up  another  question,  that  is  the  necessity  of 
having  a disinfecting  chamber,  for  I find  that  the  bedding,  &c., 
destroyed,  during  the  recent  outbreak,  cost  the  Board  to  re-place 
upwards  of  <£-20. 
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It  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of  vaccination  when  I say  that  out 
of  1 1 infected  houses  onlv  in  one  instance  was  there  a second  case 
in  the  same  family. 

There  was  naturally  a considerable  amount  of  opposition  to  the 
site  of  the  hospital  on  the  part  of  the  residents  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  correspondence  with  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the 
subject  ensued.  Fortunately,  no  case  of  smallpox  could  be  traced 
to  this  source.  There  is  no  doubt  but  for  having  this  means  of 
isolation  the  outbreak  would  have  got  beyond  control. 

I must  add  that  Dr.  Sergeant,  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
visited  the  hospital,  and  expressed  himself  well  satisfied  with  the 
place  as  a means  of  temporary  isolation. 

It  has  been  proved  conclusively  that  tramps  are  a great  factor 
in  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  and  Kirkham  is  particularly 
liable  to  infection  from  such  a source  ; it  is  here  they  make  as  a 
centre,  afterwards  branching  off  to  Blackpool  or  Fleetwood.  The 
great  amount  of  building  going  on  in  the  latter  town  brought 
hundreds  of  tramps  through  the  district. 

The  Fylde  Union  Workhouse  here  is  also,  no  doubt,  an  attrac- 
tion for  tramps,  as  they  can  avail  themselves  of  the  tramp  wards 
when  utterly  “ stone  broke.”  The  outbreak  in  our  Urban  District 
is  entirely  due  to  the  tramping  fraternity,  and  no  doubt  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  question  of  providing  a Permanent  Isola- 
tion Hospital  will  be  forced  upon  us. 

Regarding  the  typhoid  fever  cases,  in  each  instance  some  defect 
in  the  drainage  was  found  ; the  smoke-test  being  applied  where 
there  was  any  doubt  as  to  the  source  of  mischief. 

The  diphtheria  was  also  found  to  be  dependent  on  defective 
sanitation. 

No  case  of  zymotic  disease  could  be  traced  to  the  water  supply, 
the  water  of  the  Fylde  Waterworks  Company  maintaining  its  usual 
standard  of  excellence. 
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NEW  SEWER. 

The  new  sewer,  laid  at  considerable  cost,  was  not  causing  any 
appreciable  difference  in  Main  Brook,  which  was  still  nothing  more 
than  an  open  sewer.  After  careful  examination  and  testing  in 
September,  it  was  found,  at  the  Wesham  end,  that  an  old  disused 
sewer  had  been  connected  by  mistake  ; the  whole  of  the  Wesham 
sewage  still  flowing  into  the  brook.  When  this  mistake  was  recti- 
fied, the  purity  of  the  stream  was  most  marked. 

MAIN  ROAD. 

A deputation  from  your  Board,  together  with  representatives 
from  other  Local  Authorities,  met  the  Main  Roads  Committee  of 
the  County  Council,  in  October.  The  result  of  that  conference  is, 
that  the  new  Main  Road  between  Preston  and  Blackpool  will  run 
through  Kirkham.  This  will  no  doubt  have  a tendency  to  make 
the  town  more  residential,  and  so  increase  the  rateable  value. 

Three  new  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

One  house  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
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mmm  urban  sanitary  authority. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  ivojD  done,  and  Report,  for  the 
year  e^^ding  December  31st,  1893. 


Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Number  of  Notices  given  by  Inspector 
Special  Notices 

Notices  to  lime-wash  and  cleanse 

Drains  opened  out,  cleansed,  and  defects  rectified  ... 

Slopstone  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  and  made  to  dis- 
charge over  gullies 

Privies  improved 

Wet  and  offensive  ash-pits  drained,  &c. 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  defective  walls  in  connection 
with  closets 

,,  arising  from  pigsties 

Filthy  back  yards,  &c.,  cleansed  under  notice 
Fowls  kept  in  dwelling-houses  removed 
Fowls  and  wooden  erections  removed  out  of  back  yards 
Houses  with  untrapped  slopstone  gullies 


300 

7 

20 

62 


2 

20 

15 

26 

1 

82 

4 
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EMPTYING  OF  ASHPITS. 


Closets  and  ashpits  connected  with  dwelling-houses  emptied 

and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  787 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Inspected  periodically.  No  complaints  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

Inspected  regularly  ; no  overcrowding,  quite  the  reverse. 

otices  to  lime-wash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Inspected  regularly ; kept  fairly  clean  and  garbage  removed. 
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DAIRIES’,  COWSHEDS’  AND  MILK  SHOPS’  ORDER. 

Inspected  regularly. 

Total  number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

MARINE  STORE  DEALER. 

Duly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

TRIPE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Duly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 

Typhoid  fever  4 ; scarlet  fever,  1 ; puerperal  fever,  1 ; diph- 
theria, 4;  smallpox,  15  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


WILLIAM  SWARBRICK,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1893  is  4,020. 
Area  of  the  district,  857  acres. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  1893  is  128, 
giving  a birth-rate  of  31  per  1,000. 

Marriages. — 81  marriages  were  solemnized  during  the  year: 
30  at  the  Parish  Church,  4 at  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  4 at  the 
Zion  Chapel,  and  43  at  the  Registrar’s  Office. 


Deaths. — 130  deaths  were  registered;  this  includes  38  deaths 
of  Inmates  of  the  Workhouse.  Of  these  38,  I find  15  belong  to 
the  Parish  of  Kirkham.  This  brings  the  correct  number  down  to 
107,  and  gives  a death-rate  of  21*3  per  1,000,  which,  considering 
what  we  had  gone  through  during  the  year,  is  very  satisfactory. 


Table  shewing  Deaths  every  quarter  for  past  four  years. 


Year. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 


21 

18  ... 

18 

19 

17  ... 

• 

• 

00 

cu 

17 

...  27 

50 

19  ... 

17 

..,  24 

33 

15  ... 

32 

...  27 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — Only  four  deaths  were  notified  which 
come  under  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act.  This  gives  us  the 
low  rate  of  *9,  comparing  very  favourably  with  past  years. 

Infantile  Death-rate. — I am  pleased  to  report  a gradual 
lowering  of  this  rate  ; 28  infants  under  12  months  died,  giving  an 
infantile  death-rate  of  218  per  1,000.  In  1891,  this  death-rate  was 
266  per  1,000,  and  in  1892,  242  per  1,000. 
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Table  shewing  Birth,  Death  and  Zymotic  Death-rate  for 


the  past  ten  years. 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

1884 

33-0 

1885 

31-8 

1886 

33-6 

1887 

31T 

1888 

34-7 

1889 

32-8 

1890 

33-6 

1891 

30-0 

1892 

31*9 

1893 

31-0 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic. 

Death-rate. 

25-4 

1*5 

22-7 

1-7 

22-5 

2-7 

23T 

3-0 

13-7 

■7 

24-8 

6-6 

18-4 

•02 

22-2 

•74 

27*4 

•99 

21-3 

•9 

FYLDE  UNION  WORKHOUSE. 

There  were  38  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  during  1893  ; the 
previous  year  there  were  53. 


The  first  case  of  smallpox  notified  was  in  the  Workhouse.  The 
man,  a native  of  Kirkham,  lived  in  a common  lodging-house,  and 
was  in  the  habit  of  coming  at  intervals  into  the  house.  When  I 
saw  the  man  in  the  receiving  ward,  the  symptoms  rather  pointed  to 
influenza.  Remembering  what  havoc  influenza  played  in  the  Insti- 
tution last  year,  I had  the  man,  as  a precautionary  measure,  put  in 
the  Infectious  Ward.  The  case  proved  to  be  one  of  malignant 
smallpox,  and  the  man  died.  Three  other  cases  occurred ; two 
were  old  men  who  were  in  attendance  on  the  first  case  ; the  other 
was  an  inmate  of  the  Infirmary.  This  man,  when  in  the  Infirmary 
exercise  ground,  was  very  fond  of  peering  through  the  window  of 
the  Smallpox  Ward,  which  was  open  for  ventilation.  Whether  this 
was  the  cause  of  his  taking  the  disease,  or  the  fact  that  the  Infec- 
tious Wards  are  not  sufficiently  isolated,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 


Seeing  that  there  was  the  possibility  of  smallpox  visiting  us,  I 
took  the  precaution  to  re-vaccinate  the  whole  of  the  staff  early  in 
March.  When  the  cases  increased  in  number,  I insisted  on  all  the 
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inmates  being  re-vaccinated  ; all  leave  from  the  house  was  stopped 
and  no  visitors  allowed,  and  anyone  taking  their  discharge  had  an 
antiseptic  bath  and  their  clothing  stoved  before  leaving. 

The  house  was  free  from  smallpox  by  the  end  of  May.  This 
was  greatly  due  to  the  valuable  aid  given  by  the  master  and  matron 
(Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trickey)  of  whose  conduct,  during  these  most  trying 
times,  I cannot  speak  too  highly. 

I am,  &c., 


W.  IN.  SHAW,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


S4  4 r‘  ^ 
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(B)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION , BIRTHS , iOW  0^  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS , cowww^  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health , during  the  year  1893 , m the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Kirkham , classified 
according  to  Diseases , ^1^/es  and  Localities. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  February  1st.  1890.  No  Permanent  Hospital  for  Isolation. 


